Introduction
Background Surgical eye removal is performed for various end-stage eye diseases to provide adequate comfort, replace volume and give good functional and cosmetic appearance. The pattern of eye removal is unknown for North Eastern Nigeria.
Objective
To determine the indications for eye removal in the study community.
Method
Records of all the patients whose eyes were removed between January 2002 and December 2008 were reviewed retrospectively. Age, sex, diagnosis and type of surgery were recorded.
Results
A total of 67 eyes were removed during the period consisting of 46 males (68.7%). Mean age was 29.5 years (range 4 months to 90 years). Indications for surgery were trauma, 26 (38.8%), infection, 21 (31.3%), anterior staphyloma, 14 (20.9%), tumor 4, (6.0%) and painful blind eye, 2 (3.0%).
Evisceration was performed in 55 (82.1%), enucleation, 11 (16.4%) and exenteration, 1 (1.5%) patient. In children (n = 28), the indications were trauma and anterior staphyloma in 10 patients (35.7%) each, tumor in 4 (14.3%), infection in 3 (10.7%) and painful blind eye (mooren's ulcer) in 1 (3.6%) of the children respectively. In adults (n = 39), indications were infections, 18 (46.2%), trauma, 16 (41.0%), anterior staphyloma, 4 (10.3%) and painful blind eye due to advanced glaucoma, 1 (2.6%).
Conclusion
Trauma, infections, and anterior staphyloma were the major indications for eye removal. Most of the indications were avoidable.
Abstract
Original article tory of bullhorn injury in 2 and goat horn injury in one.
Others were due to injuries sustained from a hoe in the farm, road traffic accident, fall from a height, accidental firearm explosion and a fan blade in one patient each.
The 2 cases of painful blind eyes were due to end stage glaucoma and perforated Mooren's ulcer each.
In children (≤16 years of age; n = 28) the mean age was The diagnosis (indication for surgery) was ruptured globe (trauma) in 26 patients (38.8%) followed by infection (panophthalmitis) in 21 (31.3%). Anterior staphyloma was responsible for eye removal in 14 (20.9%) patients, tumor in 4 (6.0%) and painful blind eye in 2 (3.0%) patients (Fig. 1) .
The surgeries performed were evisceration in 55 (82.1%), enucleation in 11 (16.4%) patients, and exenteration in 1 (1.5%) patient.
Specific etiologies were recorded in 22 patients. These included a preceding history of measles in 6 and corneal ulcer in 1 of the patients with anterior staphyloma. Similarly, in 13 of the patients with ocular trauma, 5 were due to stick injury. There was history of assault in 2, his- were present at the centre.
The finding of destructive eye surgeries forming 8.9% of all ophthalmic surgeries in the period under review is similar to the findings of other workers in Nigeria (4,5), but contrasts sharply to the prevalence of 0.17% found by workers in India (14) . These reflect the relatively better developed eye care delivery system in that region.
The male preponderance is this study is also consistent with previous work in Nigeria (2, 4, 5) , rest of Africa 
